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Tapestry Dance is now on a different path (but on the same journey)
with the onset and consequences of COVID-19. 

We’ve had to minimize resident artists and staff to financially stabilize the 
organization and be able to dance into the future. We’re excited that this new 

path has our Executive/Artistic Director Acia Gray on an exciting journey of 
collaboration and play with leading local and international artists in the fields of 

music, theatre and dance.

Rhythm Is Life.  Let’s Do It Together!
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ABOUT TAPESTRY DANCE
A resident company of The Long Center, Tapestry is a professional, 
non-profit dance organization founded in 1989 by rhythm tap dancer 
Acia Gray and ballet/jazz artist Deirdre Strand for the purpose of devel-
oping a foundation in multi-form dance performance and education.  
Initially, a performing company of three, the organization expanded over 
31 years to a professional company of seven resident artists, a diversi-
fied administrative and production support staff and a pre-professional 
and adult training facility in Austin, TX sharing the unique Strand/Gray 
training syllabus. 

Tapestry Dance Company has shared the power of dance through 
numerous events and programs sponsored by individual contributors, 
corporations, the National Endowment for the Arts, the City of Austin 
and the Texas Commission on the Arts as well as its wonderful audiences 
and tour sponsors. These programs have included seasonal multi-form 
concert premieres bi-annually, The Annual International Soul to Sole Tap 
Festival, community outreach programs such as Rhythm, Dance, Music & 
You!, numerous masterclasses and workshops in modern, jazz, ballet 
and rhythm tap as well as touring residencies throughout the US and 
abroad. 

The company is also proud to have hosted numerous Austin based as 
well as international dance and music artists such as Fayard Nicholas, 
Arthur Duncan, Brenda Bufalino, Gregory Hines, Sarah Petronio, Bill 
Evans, Dr. Harold Cromer, Keith Cross, Dianne Walker, James Clouser, 
Tina Marsh and the Creative Opportunity Orchestra and many, many 
others.  As a member of The Texas Commission on the Arts, The 
Mid-American Arts Alliance and Heartland touring programs over the 
past 30 years, the multi-form choreographic works and training of 
Tapestry Dance Company have been lovingly woven throughout the U.S. 
and abroad to include Cyprus, Britain, Austria, the Czech Republic, Spain, 
Ireland, Canada and China. 

The company has been honored by numerous “Best of” awards by The 
Austin Chronicle as well as Best Dance Company, Best Dance Production 
and Best Ensemble by the Austin Critics Table Awards. Tapestry’s Artistic 
Director Acia Gray is also a premiere member of the Austin Arts Hall of 
Fame.  The company toured the award-winning National Endowment for 
the Arts: Masterpiece Dance original production of Acia Gray’s The Souls 
of Our Feet – A Celebration of American Tap Dance throughout the USA, 
Canada and China.

For more information on all programs go to www.tapestry.org.
To get involved as a volunteer – let us know by contacting us at 

dance@tapestry.org
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Acia Gray

As a soloist, choreographer and master teacher, Ms. Gray has 
toured extensively across the U.S. and abroad and in 1989 
co-founded Tapestry Dance Company in Austin, TX with Deirdre 
Strand and currently serves as Producing Artistic Director & 
Artistic Director of The Soul to Sole Tap Festival. 

A graduate of The American Academy of Dramatic Arts/NYC, Ms. 
Gray has shared the stage with Lon Chaney, Chuck Green, Steve 
Condos, Brenda Bufalino, Donald O’Connor, Fayard Nicholas, 
Buster Brown, Savion Glover, Gregory Hines, Jimmy Slyde, Sarah 
Petronio, Dianne Walker and many others in such productions 
as The Great Tap Reunion, Tap Do/Wop, Just Friends, Masters of 
Tap, Tap City, Chicago on Tap and Women in Tap. 

She was chosen to work with legend Charles ‘Honi’ Coles in 
America’s first creative residency for tap at The Colorado Dance 
Festival and again with Jimmy Slyde and was featured in the doc-
umentary A Class Act: The Magic of Honi Coles. 

CONCEPT / DIRECTION & SOLOIST



She was a founding member and Managing Director of the tour-
ing company Austin on Tap, served on the Steering Committee 
of The International Tap Association and served as its director 
from 2008-2018 as well as a featured soloist in the Dance Maga-
zine Calendar. 

She has danced, choreographed and taught for numerous insti-
tutions and organizations including Columbia College, The 
University of Texas, The Colorado Dance Festival, The Interna-
tional Summer School/Cyprus, Dance Masters of America, 
TASIS/London, Tanzsommer/Austria, The St. Louis Tap Festival, 
The Chicago Human Rhythm Project, The NYC Tap Festival, 
Claire Mayer’s Le Festival De Danse Encore and many others. 

Her book The Souls of Your Feet – A Tap Dance Guide for 
Rhythm Explorers has been translated in the Czech Republic 
and China and has been an Amazon.com Bestseller. 

Her numerous awards include the “Hoofer Award” by The New 
York City Tap Festival and a premiere member of the Austin Arts 
Hall of Fame.  She has received many "Best Of" awards by the 
Critics Table in Austin and her work The Souls of Our Feet - A 
Celebration of American Tap Dance was chosen as an NEA 
American Masterpiece production and toured throughout the 
US, Canada, and China through 2011. 

She can be seen in the documentaries Tap or Die, Thinking on 
Their Feet - Women of the Tap Renaissance and Passing it 
Forward produced by PBS. Ms. Gray is also the producer of Tap-
estry’s  Soul to Sole Festival.  

Ms. Gray was recently inducted as a 2019 Austin Creative 
Alliance Honoree and currently serves as a City of Austin Arts 
Commissioner.



PRODUCTION TEAM

Stephen Pruitt is a former engineer who has been working in theater 
and the arts as a designer, writer, director and performer for nearly 
twenty years. He is currently splitting his time between Austin, Texas, 
and Cincinnati, Ohio, where he is the resident technical consultant and 
production designer for The Requiem Project - an effort to restore the 
historic Emery Theater. In Austin, Stephen has collaborated with many 
of the city’s most creative theater and dance groups, as the resident 
production designer for Forklift Danceworks, Kathy Dunn Hamrick 
Dance, and Tapestry Dance Company; resident lighting designer for 
Trouble Puppet Theater; a company member with the Rude Mechani-
cals; and in various design and creative roles for many others. When not 
designing for theater and dance, he spends his time with photography, 
hacking printers to create carbon ink prints, kayaking, and making 
oddball performance art. His current project is 100yr.org – a nonprofit 
with the mission of creating public art projects that last 100 years. 
Stephen can be found at www.fluxiondesigns.com. 

Stephen Pruitt - Lighting & Production Designer

John Moon began the study of the violin and piano when he was six 
years old and continued advanced study with Vincent Frittelli, of the 
Galamian tradition. He holds his Master’s Degree in classical violin 
performance from the University of Texas at Austin. Since leaving the 
University, he has explored new approaches to the violin, including 
study with Ali Akbar Khan, as well as other world musicians. He serves 
as the executive director of Global Harmony productions and executive 
producer for Atash recording projects, as well as being a long-time 
member of Atash.  John is the Director of Orchestras and Chamber 
Music at St. Stephen’s Episcopal School in Austin. He travels extensively 
to conduct, perform, and teach, and has established a music school and 
summer program in Haiti. He maintains an active performing schedule 
with many organizations, including the Austin Symphony Orchestra and 
the Austin Opera. John has conducted many great orchestras across the 
globe including the Austin Symphony Orchestra, New Festival Orchestra 
in Sofia, Bulgaria, and recently the Lviv National Philharmonic in Lviv, 
Ukraine. He has conducted and performed in Italy, Germany, Poland, 
Slovenia, Spain, Italy, Slovakia, The Czech Republic, Hungary, Mexico, 
Taiwan, and at Carnegie Hall in NYC. 

John Moon - Musical Liason



Konstantin is a Country, Americana, Folk, Southern Rock & Blues 
inspired Singer-Songwriter who was born and raised in Los Angeles, 
California. He is currently touring the U.S. and his debut album, was 
released this past summer. Konstantin has had the honor of performing 
multiple live television appearances and has performed in many of the 
world’s premier venues, including the Walt Disney Concert Hall, House 
of Blues and Hotel Café to name a few. He has had the fortune of 
performing on numerous projects which has offered him the opportu-
nity to share the stage with artists such as Grammy winning artist Sara 
Bareilles, Shawn Colvin, Sara and Shawn Watkins, Tyrone Wells, Shana 
Halligan (Bittersweet), Shai Carter, Lauren Christy and the Matrix, in 
addition to Nick Canon, Sela Ward, Rocco D’Spirito and many other 
well-known names in the entertainment industry. He has performed 
countless times across the Unites States and last year alone performed 
well over 150 events. Konstantin is best known for his unique, authentic 
and soulful voice and musical stylings, along with his presence, genuine 
personality and his ability to connect with an audience both musically 
and on a personal level. He can often be seen performing as a solo 
performer, with his duo, trio or along his 5-piece band. With over 25 
years of performing and music experience, Konstantin Alexander will 
definitely keep you engaged and wanting more.

Konstantin Alexander - Sound Engineer

Pam Friday is a theatre educator and costumer.  Her work has received 
local and national recognition and has been seen on stages and in 
museums throughout Texas and in NYC.  Pam is a resident designer 
with the The Vortex, Pollyanna, Ground Floor Theatre, Austin 
Scriptworks and Tapestry.  Enjoy the show and keep supporting the arts 
in our schools.

Pam Friday - Tapestry Fabric Weaver

Margo is a stage manager and lighting designer living in Austin, Texas. 
She is a graduate of Penn State University where she studied theatre 
production and design. She has served many roles in the theater com-
munity including master electrician, lighting designer, technical director, 
and stage manager. Margo worked for Tapestry early in her career as an 
electrician before moving to New York City. There she spent three 
seasons serving as a master electrician for The Public Theater (working 
on shows such as Grounded, Southern Comfort, and Pericles) before 
returning to Tapestry as a stage manager including the Tapestry tours of 
Passing It Forward – The American Dream.

Margo Unruh - Stage Manager



MUSICIANS

The backbone and soundscape of Tapestry’s beloved annual production 
Of Mice & Music – A Jazz Tap Nutcracker as well as the company’s 
Annual Soul to Sole International Tap Festival.   We wouldn’t be us with-
out them.

Masumi Jones (Drums)

Austin Kimble (Piano)

Michael Stevens (Bass)

Souls Trio

Beyond Austin, Atash has spread its message of love and peace on the 
east and west coasts, in Taiwan, China, Spain and México, gaining 
legions of fans and sharing stages with such notable acts as Youssou 
N’Dour, Maceo Parker, Angelique Kidjo, Ojos de Brujo, The Counting 
Crows, Diego El Cigala, Omar Souleyman, Fatoumata Diawara, Ricardo 
Lemvo, Delhi 2 Dublin, Red Baraat, Dengue Fever, and fellow Austinites, 
The Octopus Project.  They are truly the Austin ambassadors of world 
music. When the music hits you, you feel no pain.

Mohammad Firoozi (vocal and percussion)

Roberto Riggio (violin and oud)

John Moon (violin)

Dylan Jones (upright bass)

Jose Tejeda (Flamenco guitar)

Alseny Sylla (African Djembe)

Gourisankar Karmaker  (Indian Tabla)

Atash



FEATURED SOLOISTS

Andrea Ariel is the Artistic Director of Andrea Ariel 
Dance Theatre based in Austin, TX where she produc-
es, choreographs, and performs in multidisciplinary 
dance theatre works created in collaboration with 
artists working in dance, music, theater, multimedia, 
and visual art. She has created over 50 original works 
since forming the company in 1990. Her work has 
been presented in Texas, California, South Carolina, 
Illinois, Arizona, New Mexico, and New York. Andrea 
teaches in schools through the company’s ARTSPLUS, 
arts-in-education program as an Arts Partner for 
Austin ISD. She also facilitates Community Voices, a 
program that brings unique creative opportunities to 
the community. Andrea was selected by the City of 
Austin as a 2019 Creative Ambassador for Dance 
representing Austin, TX in Spain at the International 
Soundpainting Think Tank. She is a Certified Sound-
painter and Educator for this revolutionary and 
boundary breaking form of live composition used in 
multidisciplinary improvised performances. 

Andrea has received special citations from the Austin 
Critics Table, The Sound and Vision Award, for vision-
ary cross-discipline work and the Site for Sore Eyes 
and Ears Award, for her invigorating site-specific 
performances. Other recognitions include twelve 
nominations and four awards for LUMEN (2016), 
HEART (2014) and The Bowie Project: A Rock and Roll 
Soundpainting (2014, 2015, 2017) also named #2 of 
the Top Nine Big Bang Dance Concerts of 2015. 
Andrea’s choreography for film and television 
includes commercials for Shiner Beer, KFC, Grand 
Marnier, Time Warner, HEB (with Emmitt Smith), and 
Reid’s Cleaners starring singer/songwriter Erin Ivey, 
receiving national recognition. Feature films and TV 
include Rick Linklater’s Everybody Wants Some, Wait-
ing for Guffman directed by Christopher Guest, 
Infamous with Sigourney Weaver and Toby Jones, 
Wild Texas Wind starring Dolly Parton, As the Bell 
Rings (Disney Channel), and Mama Dallas an HBO TV 
series pilot. She holds an MFA in Dance from the 
University of Illinois and is also an ACE Certified 
Personal Trainer. www.arieldance.org

Andrea 
Ariel



Kelly's wellness journey began in college when she 
started working at Texas State University's Rec Center 
as a group fitness instructor. While teaching step, 
cycling, toning, and other classes she fell in love with 
wellness and fitness. After moving to Austin, Kelly 
completed her 200 hr vinyasa training at Yoga Yoga 
and now has over 200 hours of teaching experience. 
Kelly loves to be outdoors. She also loves to dance, 
sing, and live her best life every single day while 
encouraging others to do the same in their own way. 
You can often find her riding her bike, hula-hooping, 
or dancing around Austin.  When you come to Kelly's 
class, you can expect to have fun and to sweat! Kelly 
loves to teach a challenging class that is accessible to 
all levels by giving alignment-based instruction and 
offering many modifications and advancements. Her 
positivity and excitement are contagious, and her 
smooth and calming voice will help guide you through 
your toughest postures to your most relaxed state. 
Kelly seamlessly intertwines western anatomy, yogic 
philosophy, pranayama, and meditation to create a 
holistically nourishing experience.

Kelly 
Bach

Jeremy Arnold holds his MFA in Dance and Social 
Justice from the University of Texas at Austin. He 
received his B.A. from Muhlenberg College in 2012. 
He is a graduate of the tap program at Jacob's pillow 
under the direction of Michelle Dorrance and is a 
former member of the nationally touring Shelley 
Oliver Tap Dancers. Jeremy was a principal dancer 
with Tapestry Dance Company from 2014-2017 and 
has danced and choreographed with Charles O 
Anderson’s Dance Theatre X since 2013.  From 
2015-2020 Jeremy worked as a lecturer on the faculty 
of the University of Texas Dance Department, teach-
ing courses in rhythm tap, jazz, composition, and 
music theory. Jeremy tours nationally with Revive 
Dance Convention and the National Dance Honors. 
He has served on the faculty of the Soul 2 Sole festival, 
True Sound Rhythm festival, Riff, Phoenix Tap Fest, 
Tap Ties, Little Rock Tap Fest, SynCoPate, Dance Olym-
pus, Dance Masters of America, DanZa, and the 
Cecchetti Council of America. Third Coast Rhythm 
project, Tap Ties, McLennan College and Tapestry 
Dance Company have all commissioned his work. 
Most recently, Jeremy can be seen dancing alongside 
Karissa Royster in Mood Indigo, a short dance film.

Jeremy 
Arnold



Olivia Chacón is a flamenco dancer, choreographer, 
and instructor with a uniquely powerful dance style 
and dynamic approach to teaching students. Original-
ly from San Antonio, Texas, Olivia has danced flamen-
co for over seventeen years, and has spent five years 
studying flamenco and performing in Sevilla and 
Madrid, Spain with some of the world’s best flamenco 
artists. She spent two years touring internationally 
throughout Spain, Mexico, and Cyprus with the 
Cristóbal Reyes Compañia de Flamenco, and also 
performed as a soloist in flamenco clubs in Spain and 
Germany. 

Olivia aims to keep the dance form alive and well in 
this country by performing frequently throughout 
Texas and the region, and teaching flamenco to a new 
generation of dancers at her studio, Flamencura 
Music and Dance in Austin. Olivia is also co-founder 
and Artistic Director of A’lante Flamenco. Born in 
Austin in 2011, the 11-member company has 
garnered rave reviews and awards for their innova-
tive ‘flamenco theater’ productions, including the 
Austin Critics’ Table Award for Best Dancer (Olivia 
Chacon 2013); and Best Dance Ensemble (2014 and 
2015). A’lante Flamenco presents original choreogra-
phy and music with the goal of connecting with audi-
ences via creative storytelling. Their productions 
include The Red Shoes: A Flamenco Fairytale (2012), 
Prophecies (2014) based on the writings of Khalil 
Gibran, and most recently Desplazados (2015), in 
which company members told their personal stories 
of immigration and displacement via music, dance, 
and video. 

Olivia is also a dedicated flamenco dance teacher. She 
has taught flamenco dancers of all ages and levels 
since 2004, always with a special emphasis on under-
standing the pivotal role of music in flamenco dance. 
She has been an adjunct dance instructor at McCal-
lum Fine Arts Academy since 2012, and loves expos-
ing young dancers to the complexity, beauty, and 
tradition of flamenco. Flamencura students are also 
encouraged to show off their skills during perfor-
mances several times per year in order to foment 
their artistic growth

Olivia
Chacón



Robert Faires has been active in the Austin arts scene 
since 1980, having worked on more than 90 productions 
across the city as an actor, a director, and a playwright. 
He is also a recovering arts critic, following his recent 
retirement from The Austin Chronicle after 35 years of 
covering the performing, visual, and literary arts there. 
His writing and criticism have been recognized with 
awards locally and nationally, and in 2019, he was induct-
ed into the Texas Institute of Letters.

Robert
Faires

Mohammad Firoozi was born in Borazjan, Iran. He 
started singing at the age of 7 in a Sufi gathering. Living 
close to Persian Gulf he was exposed to Bandari music, a 
dance music absorbing elements of Arab, African and 
Persian folk music.  He later took part in Sufi and spiritual 
gatherings.  He learned Gypsy music from the nomadic 
tribes of Ghasghai and Ghorbati, taking part in weddings 
and private gatherings.  His love for music of the west 
inspired him to form the rock band called Lost Cats in 
1972 in the city of Shiraz.  He immigrated to US in 1973 
where he continued his love for music.  Mohammad 
formed the band “The Gypsies” in Austin in 1996, which 
evolved into Atash.  He has attended the Ali Akbar College 
of the late master Hindustani musician Ali Akbar Khan.  
He does workshops and educational programs through 
his “Voices of the Middle East” project for Austin schools.  
He has toured Europe, Asia, Mexico and the United States 
promoting his main purpose, the message of “peace and 
Love” for Our Beloved Planet Earth.

Mohammad
Firoozi

Francisco Graciano is a new dance artist to ATX. From 
1999 to 2018 he was a professional dancer in New York 
where he was a member of several dance companies and 
projects. He danced with Taylor 2 from 2004 - 2006 and 
the New York Times hailed him as “a virtuoso star” when 
he danced in the Paul Taylor Dance Company from 2006 
- 2017. In 2020 he was the inaugural choreographer for 
Dance Lab New York’s Nexus Lab and choreographed 
remotely for the Drama Desk Award winning Theater in 
Quarantine: Closet Works. In that same year he estab-
lished Graciano Dance Projects as an entity to present his 
own choreography for live and digital theater. His work 
has been presented in New York City and other venues 
around the country. He holds an MFA in Dance from 
Florida State University and continues to work as a dance 
artist to all levels throughout the country and internation-
ally. He is also a certified GYROKINESIS® Trainer and 
GYROTONIC® Apprentice Trainer.

Francisco
Graciano



Born and raised in Mexico City, Sharon is a choreogra-
pher, dancer, and educator. Her work is inspired by 
deeply personal experiences and her intersectional 
journey in this world as a woman, Latina artist, and 
mother. She is an impassioned believer in the trans-
formational power of dance, community, and the 
irrevocable right of all persons to experience art as an 
expression of our common humanity.Sharon

Marroquin

Zell Miller III is an interdisciplinary theater artist based 
out Austin, TX and is the Artistic Director of ZM3 
Productions. Zell is an award winning, playwright/di-
rector/actor and Producer. Over a 15-year span, Zell 
has created works that speak to the condition of Black 
America.  He holds a mirror up to that experience in 
hopes to destroy negative stereotypes of Black Ameri-
cans. He has produced over nine full length plays and 
has traveled as a touring artist with Tapestry Dance, 
and has opened for legendary artist like Nikki Giovan-
ni, Laurie Carlos, and The Last Poets. He has been a 
member of two national slam tours and is a published 
author. He is most proud of his amazing relationship 
with his partner over nine years Ashley Miller, and his 
two greatest creations Zell Miller, IV and Blaise Marley 
Miller.

Zell
Miller III

Nagavalli grew up in Mumbai, India bringing the rich, 
soulful music of her home to Austin, Texas where Valli 
has brought in a variety of artists representing genres 
such as Latin, American rock and jazz to East-Indian 
and Middle-Eastern classical and folk into the studio 
to refine her eclectic sound.  2012 marked Valli’s 
debut album titled “Eastern Soul” with a release at the 
historic Cactus Cafe in Austin, Texas. That same year, 
Nagavalli composed the music for a Bollywood-rendi-
tion of Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night,” recently 
performed again by the Austin Shakespeare. Nagaval-
li continued her journey with the release of several 
singles and worked with California-based award-win-
ning producer, Ben Leinbach to release two spiritual 
music (kirtan) singles “Om Shiva” and “Madana 
Mohana Murari” in 2018. Named one of the Top 10 
Female Vocalists and World Music artists at the 
2015-2016 Austin Music Awards, Nagavalli has 
become a staple in Austin music circles

Nagavalli



Anuradha Naimpally is a Bharata Natyam dancer, chore-
ographer, and educator. She trained under dance 
masters Pt VJ and Smt Jayashree Pillai in Mumbai. She is a 
recipient of the 2017 and 2020 Artistic Innovations Grant 
from the Mid-America Arts Alliance. She is a recognized 
artist on the Texas Commission on the Arts Touring 
Roster. From concert halls to universities and schools, 
Anuradha connects this ancient art of India to modern 
audiences of all ages through engaging explanations and 
moving performances. Passionate about creating and 
performing works that not only historically preserve 
artistic traditions, she engages in art as social practice on 
topics of sustainability, women’s empowerment, and 
social justice. She is a recipient of numerous awards 
including a 2018 induction into the Austin Arts Hall of 
Fame and the Jacqueline LeMieux Prize from the Canada 
Council. 

Anuradha 
Naimpally

"Sunny" began his formal dance training during high 
school, where he learned ballet, Chinese classical opera, 
and Chinese folk dance. He earned his bachelor's degree 
in dance at Beijing Capital Normal University in 2001 and 
worked with Beijing Dance LDTX as a full-time dancer and 
choreographer from 2005 to 2009. In the past several 
years, he has performed and choreographed many 
works at various worldwide dance festivals such as 
Beijing Dance Festival, Grand Performances (LA), Dance 
Salad Festival (Houston), Busan International Dance 
Festival (South Korea), Culture Scapes (Switzerland), 
Braunschweig Dance Festival (Germany), and many 
more. He has also collaborated with many artists and 
dance companies such as Willy Tsao, Janis Claxton, 
Charles O. Anderson, Hugo Dalton, Yago de Quay, Wang 
Jianwei, Sally Jacques, as well as Ziru Production, 
Alonzo-King Lines Ballet Training Program, Ellen Bartel 
Dance Collection, Kathy Dunn Hamrick Dance Company, 
and Andrea Ariel Dance Theatre. In addition, Shen has 
rich teaching experiences both nationally and interna-
tionally. In 2013, Shen joined the graduate dance 
program at The University of Texas at Austin and earned 
his MFA in 2016. After his graduation, he formed Shen Jun 
Movement Effect and started teaching dance at Austin 
Community College as an assistant professor. In June of 
2017, Shen formally joined Blue Lapis Light as a principal 
dancer and choreographer, and in 2018 was awarded 
Best Dancer by the Austin Critics Table for his perfor-
mance in Belonging, Part One. In 2019, Shen’s work 
Centrifugation was selected to perform at the gala 
concert of American College Dance Association South 
Central Regional conference.

Jun
Shen

“Sunny”



China is a performer, director, teacher, producer, and 
Founding Director of Ballet Afrique.  An East Austin 
performing artist raised in East Austin herself, she taught 
dance for over eight years in East Austin schools and 
performing arts programs. But, China found limited 
opportunities for exposure to African American art, 
which she felt was crucial to the self-empowerment of 
her young predominantly African American students. 
With strong roots in the community, China served as the 
Director of Performing Arts at Texas Empowerment 
Academy from 2004 -2011 where she developed curricu-
lum for the performing arts program, advises on hiring, 
teaches dance for grades 5-9, and has established a 
youth performing company. Since 2004, she fully produc-
es the dance productions at TEA, serving as director, 
choreographer, theatre set/tech designer, costume 
designer, accountant, and advertising/promoter. Drawn 
to the stage at an early age, nine-year-old China debuted 
as a dancer/actor in Porgy and Bess at the Bass Concert 
Hall. Since then, China has danced in countless produc-
tions and events in Austin, including Tapestry Dance 
Company’s Esprit, Austin Salsa Music Festival, Discover by 
Roy Lozano’s Ballet Folklorico de Texas, Huston-Tillot-
son’s Hispanic Heritage Festival, DANCEfest, African 
American Festival of Dance, and Puerto Rican Folkloric 
Dance Company’s Celebrando. China danced at the 2008 
Black Arts Movement festival in the debut performance 
of Ballet Afrique to name a few. 

China
Smith

THE PRECIOUS PRESENT - IN LOVE & LIGHT
Concept & Artistic Direction

Acia Gray

Production Design
Stephen Pruitt

Musical Direction (Segues & Flow)
Acia Gray

Musical Direction-Liason / Atash
John Moon

Sound Engineer
Konstantin Alexander

Stage Manager
Margo Unruh

Assistant Stage Manager
Meghan Hollis

Fabric/Weaving Design
Pam Friday



FROM THE DIRECTOR...
During this holiday season, I thought it appropriate to bring you a present: a 
portion of a world that has been right in your own backyard… a small yet power-
ful piece of our Austin Arts Ecosystem gathered here for you.  A “Precious 
Present” you might say. And, selfishly, some of my dearest friends in “the 
business.” 

The theme: The Present is all we have. Literally. The “right here and the right 
now”. Yet, we somehow live our lives often looking forward or back for some-
thing precious, nostalgic, or “better” and not paying true attention to what’s going 
on right in front of us. Unless perhaps, we’re in a theatre. 

Enjoy. And be sure to take your present with you.

ROBERT
The Precious Present

MOHAMMED
Door to Heaven

ANU
The Light Within

CHINA
w/Kya Monet
Four Women

JEREMY
Softly as A Morning Sunrise

ANDREA
The Spontaneous Now

"This piece is created in the moment using improvisation with
a live composing sign language called Soundpainting."

SHEN “SUNNY”
Echo of Silence

ZELL
For the Lightworkers

ACT I



NAGAVALLI
I See You

SHARON
Perhaps You Will Hear What I Have Heard

Poem by Margaret J. Wheatley

KELLY
The Divine Dance of Play

Talangor (Flick!) - translation

I am not white, I am not black
I am not a follower, I am not a leader
I am not the universe, nor the earth

I am not heaven, nor hell
I am not a word, nor a messenger

I am not a slave to religion

I am not as they have said I am
I am not as you heard I am

You are the one
You have been seeking your whole life

You are the world itself
You are the moment of love itself

Your are the one for whom all chants are sung
You are the one for whom all words are written

You are the garden of heaven

I am not as they say I am
I am not as you hear I am

You are the one you have been seeking all your life

FRANCISCO
And Lastly, This First

OLIVIA
Place and Time

ACIA
Just Me

BOWS

ACT II



All the Notes Are Already Here
In Time with Zell Miller III, Acia Gray & Nicholas Young

April 21st-24th, 2022  |  Th/F/S @ 8pm Sat/Sun @ 2pm

Friends In Time Concerts
Leading tap dance artists from around the world with live jazz music

22nd Annual International Soul 2 Sole Tap Festival  - June 10th-11th, 2022 @ 8pm

For More Information - www.tapestry.org
For Tickets - www.thelongcenter.org

The Precious Present
In love and Light

 December 9th-12th, 2021  |  Th/F/S @ 8pm Sat/Sun @ 2pm

2021-2022 SEASON

Scan the QR code to donate 
now and support Tapestry.

Weaving dance into life since 1989.


